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Instructional Planning is Complex and Requires a Team of Experts 
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Mascolo and Flanagan (2010) 



¾Requires good instruments 

¾Well trained clinicians 

¾Well trained teachers and special educators 

¾A mechanism in place for bringing data 

together to problem-solve in an attempt to offer 

the most effective instruction and interventions 

to children 

Mascolo and Flanagan (2010) 



¾ Need to differentiate between 

ÅDirect Interventions (remediation) 

ÅAccommodations 

ÅCompensation 

ÅInstructional/Curricular Modifications 

¾ Intervention : any technique, product, or approach that intends to address 

directly an identified area of weakness through remediation 

¾ Accommodations: any technique or support that intends to alleviate the 

symptomatology associated with an identified area of weakness (e.g., 

circumventing the impact of a processing speed weakness via extended time 

- - the symptom is not ñGs deficitò ï thatôs the problem; the symptom is 

ñunfinished assignmentsò - - when you extend time you alleviate the 

symptom and assignments are completed. 

¾ Compensation: strategies taught to a student that he or she is expected to 

apply independently to by pass or minimize weaknesses 

Mascolo and Flanagan (2010) 



 

Manifestations of Cognitive Weaknesses and Examples of Recommendations and Interventions 
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�‡ Novel reasoning and problem solving; ability to 
solve problems that are unfamiliar  

�‡ Processes are minimally dependent on prior 
learning 

�‡ Involves manipulating rules, abstracting, 
generalizing, and identifying logical relationships 

�‡ Fluid reasoning is evident in inferential reasoning, 
concept formation, classification of unfamiliar 
stimuli, categorization, and extrapolation of 
reasonable estimates in ambiguous situations 
(Schneider & McGrew, 2012) 


